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GRILLPARZER AND HIS FRIENDS

THE fate of "Hero und Leander" (as the play is popu-
larly called) affected but little the official position of its
author.   With the death of his friend Count Stadion, every
prospect of his advancement in the bureau of the ministry
of finance vanished.   As Faulhammer says, "he was con-
sidered the greatest poet among the Austrian officials in the
department of finance,  and nothing else.    Grillparzer?
however, complained that he was ignored precisely because
of his literary fame.   Perhaps both the petty official and his
superiors were not entirely wrong.   In the year 1818, when
Grrillparzer travelled in Italy, in the retinue of the Em-
peror Francis, it was thought that Austria was approach-
ing the dawn of that blissful era when king and poet were
to be equals.    But how quickly did that dream vanish!
Grillparzer, with all his love of country and his loyalty to
the state, remained throughout his life true to the convic-
tion that the arts ought never to degrade themselves to the
position of handmaid to the government.    The reign of
Francis I. had no respect for the ideal treasures of man-
kind, and Grillparzer, who in spite of his greatness as
a poet was not easy to deal with as a man, proved an awk-
ward stumbling block in the path of statesmen, not least
of all because the petty official was a European celebrity,
and as such a silent reproach to the Austrian Government"raction idly mocks what ne'er it grasps.
